
A pri l 2 , 1 9 8 5 LB 709

( Gavel. ) Se n a to r H i g g i n s .

SENATOR HIGGINS: I have here a letter from the Douglas
County separate juvenile court, s igned b y J u dge Buck l e y . I
won' t read all of it to you, but I want you to know what she
says. I think this is important t o you because i t co n c e r ns
the boys at Kearney as well as the girls at Geneva. This
comes from a judge who h as expe r i e n ce , f i r s t h and
experience. "My experience with the Youth Development
Center at Kearney has been that when they become overcrowded
they simply parole young men, whether t h ey ar e r ea dy o r no t .
This results in many boys getting in further difficulty with
the law, only to be returned to the Youth Development Center
at Kearney through the court system." I think any of you
who have been reading the newspaper will know that many of
the crimes that are committed are repeat offenders. So I
think what Judge Buckley is saying here is backed up by what
y ou' ve b e e n reading i n t h e n ewsp ap e r s and s e e i n g on
t e l e v i s i on s . Rep e a t offenders who were let out t o o soon
because Kearney i s al r ea d y o v e r c r o wded. Secondly , s h e sa i d ,
and this is important. "My experience with the young girls,
sent to Geneva, is that they stay much longer and r ar e l y
have t o r e t u r n t o Geneva for further care." The Kearney
facility, as she stated, paroles young b oys j us t bec a u se
t hey ge t ov e rc r o wded . Th e n w e have more crimes committed
a nd we have t o g o t h r o u g h the court system again and return
them to Kearney when they should not have b een r e l e a sed i n
the first place. As I' ve o ften hea r d my goo d f r i end ,
Senator W a r n er , say , if it ain't broke don't f i x i t .
According to a juvenile court judge who probably hears more
juvenile cases than any other judges across t he st at e ,
Geneva is working. Kearney is not working that well because
it is already overcrowded, s o i t do es n o po i n t i n c om b i n in g
them. So I urge the support of Senator E r et ' s LB 709 and
moreover the support for these young girls who are at Geneva
so that they do get the rehabilitation that Geneva supplies.
Thank you, senators, for your attention.

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel. ) May w e hav e q u i e t p l eas e . (Gavel. )
Order in the C hamber. ( Gavel . ) Se nat or Mi l l er , then
S enator Hoag l and .

SENATOR MILLER: Mr. Speaker and members, I want to backup
what Marge h as sai d . I have had the opportunity t o t o u r
both of those establishments. I wou l d l i ke t o sav e
$400,000, as I think our Appropriations Committee would like
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